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Famous ABBA Fans Talk: Hazell Dean INTERVIEW

Twenty years after her album The Winner 
Takes It All, the Queen of Hi-NRG, Hazell Dean, 
best known for hits such as Searchin’ (I Gotta 
Find A Man), Whatever I Do (Wherever I Go) 
and Who’s Leaving Who and her collaboration 
with Stock/Aitken/Waterman, decided to re-visit 
her very personal and much appreciated dip 
into the ABBA catalogue. When I interviewed 
Hazell for my book We All Love ABBA about her 
passion for the band, her album, RE:VISITED 
was still in the works. We remained in contact, 
and it was with great eagerness I wanted to 
find out the ‘whys’ and ‘hows’ of her brand new 
ABBA project, that upon its release immediately 
climbed into the iTunes Top Ten and has now 
even spawned an additional EP RE:XTENDED 
with full length remixes by Matt Pop, Project K 
and Ross Alexander. 

Hello again, Hazell! Why did you decide to 
re-visit the ABBA catalogue?

The Winner Takes It All became a fan 
favourite very quickly but was difficult to find in 
its original Carlton Records format. The original 
project was such an enjoyable experience (with 
my production partner Pete Ware), it seemed 
like a good time to do it again. The songs are 
all fabulous, so it was not difficult visiting them 
again. They are timeless and classic and a 
pleasure to sing. The harmonies are complex 
and intricate, so it was also a challenge – and 
Pete and I do love a challenge. RE:VISITED 
as a title came easily as that is what we did; it 
was like revisiting old friends. Obviously, there 
is a nod to ABBA’s The Visitors, too, which 
surprisingly not many people noticed. 

How different is this album compared to 
The Winner Takes It All?

Some of the tracks originally included on 
The Winner Takes It All have been replaced for 
RE:VISITED. They weren’t replaced because 
they didn’t work but because I wanted to add 
some freshness to the new album. Like An 
Angel Passing Through My Room remains a 
firm favourite of mine but was so simple and 
beautiful the first time round, it was best left 
untouched and would not have fitted into the 
remixed format of RE:VISITED.

What are the additional ABBA tracks, and 
why did you choose them?

There are so many fantastic ABBA songs you 
become spoilt for choice, so I selected the ones 
that I felt would suit my voice and my style. Does 
Your Mother Know seemed to surprise everyone, 
but I think it’s a great, fun song. Summer Night 
City is perfect both vocally and for its mood. This 
track was hard work but one of my favourites 
on RE:VISITED, along with Matt Pop’s superb 
mixes of The King Has Lost His Crown and The 
Winner Takes It All. Happy New Year is a difficult 
song, and we did have to tweak the lyrics to make 
them suitable for a 2016 release. I am not a fan 
of Christmas songs being covered, so Happy 

New Year was the perfect choice for something 
seasonal but not Christmas with jingle bells on. 
It was paired with The Way Old Friends Do as 
they both work well for the end of the year; they 
are both emotional with a touch of melancholy 
without being too cheesy.

Will you perform the ABBA songs during 
your live gigs?

I have included one of the tracks in my show for 
the summer, but no, my show isn’t an ABBA tribute, 
it’s still very much a Hazell Dean ‘80s show.

Are you happy with the response from 
fans to the album? What were the most 
complimentary ones?

I can honestly say, I have not heard even 
one negative response to RE:VISITED so it’s 
impossible to choose just one. I would love the 
guys from ABBA to hear it as I would be interested 
to hear their thoughts. The songs are all great, my 
voice is soaring, the Dean & Ware productions are 
(as always) pristine and sparkling, and the remixes 
are fantastic. I am very proud of RE:VISITED. It has 
reached a new audience and has received a very 
warm welcome. I think it is very special and, for that 
reason, fans have taken it to their hearts. The best 
compliment you can ever receive is, “I love it!”
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Here are a few Facebook comments on 
Hazell’s RE:VISITED album:

Zoe Thompson: “No one can sing an ABBA 
song like you.”

Harry David: “It’s a corker of an album, really 
fresh and a great joy to listen to, was listening to 
iTunes version in car. Really well done, Hazell 
Dean, fantastic job xx.”

Ashley James Bird: “A great sound by a great 
artist. Well done, Hazell, only you could sing these 
iconic ABBA songs and actually give them a new, 
funky, Hi-NRG vibe. Can’t wait to get my copy!”

Further info (L).


