
Originally formed by producer-composer Tony 
Hiller in 1969, the British group Brotherhood of 
Man scored a hit with United We Stand a year 
later. Personnel changes in the group followed, 
with the definitive line-up that would go on to 
have international success coming together in 
1973, consisting of Martin Lee, Lee Sheriden, 
Nicky Stevens and Sandra Stevens. 

With the catchy Save Your Kisses For Me, 
Brotherhood of Man won the Eurovision Song 
Contest in The Hague in 1976, two years after 
ABBA. The song is still the world’s biggest-
selling Eurovision single, selling in excess of 
5 million copies and topping the charts in 33 
different countries. Other hits such as Oh Boy 
(The Mood I’m In), Angelo and Figaro followed, 
and the group continues to perform regularly to 
this day. 

Martin Lee stopped by to talk a little about his 
group, and what ABBA means to him.

Martin, what do you consider to be ABBA’s 
greatest merit?

Simply having great songs and brilliant 
singers. I also think that the production is 
absolutely fantastic.

Would you agree that some Brotherhood 
of Man hits – like, for example, Angelo - were 
inspired by ABBA?

No, not really. It just happens that we had 
the same sort of line-up, and success for both 
groups came along in the 1970s. In fact, I recall 
that ABBA sent us Mamma Mia to record, but 
we already had a full set of songs for the studio 
at that time, so we didn’t get to it. We recorded 
Save Your Kisses For Me instead, so it all ended 
well (laughs).

In what other way did ABBA inspire you 

as a band?
They didn’t, really, as we were already 

working as a foursome before ABBA had their 
international fame.   

What are your favourite ABBA songs?
The Winner Takes It All and Thank You For 

The Music are my two personal favourites.
Have you met the ABBA members?
Yes, a couple of times at Top Of The Pops, 

and we were invited to see them perform live in 
Manchester in 1977. We had a great time.

Tell me about your own experience of 
winning Eurovision. How did it feel to win, 
and did you think you would go on to have a 
good international career?

It felt fantastic to win, a dream come true. 
We’d had some success up to that point, but 
Save Your Kisses For Me topped all of that. 
We knew it was a good song, and obviously 
the public agreed. I think winning something for 
your country is a wonderful achievement.

Do you have a funny or memorable story 
of winning Eurovision?

Yes, I do. Sandra went missing for 20 minutes; 
we didn’t know where she was and thought she 
had been kidnapped! It turned out that she had 
just got caught up with some photographers 
though, so all was ok (laughs).

In your opinion, how important was the 
visual part of your act at Eurovision (with the 
memorable dance movements)?

Very important. We never realised it at the 
time, but those moves are now as famous as 
the song (smiles).

After Eurovision, ABBA struggled a 
little to find a big hit single after Waterloo, 
especially in the UK. Do you think it was 
easier for you after Save Your Kisses For 
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Me, being a British band?
No, I think we were just lucky to write another 

two number ones, Angelo and Figaro, along 
with some other hits.

In your opinion, how important was 
ABBA’s 1974 victory for their career?

Winning a song contest like Eurovision is 
very important for anyone in the music industry, 
whether writers or artists.

With Lee Sheriden, you wrote most of the 
hits for the group yourselves. Could you 
explain your approach?

Songwriting is like having a day job for us; 
you work from 9 am to 5 pm each day until you 
get what you think is a hit song, or a song that 
you want to record.

What was the input of Nicky and Sandra in 
the recording studio?

Purely their great voices.
Which are your favourite Brotherhood of 

Man songs and why?
Save Your Kisses For Me has to be top of my 

list, but my other favourites that we recorded 
are Heartbreaker, Good Things Happening and 
Circus.

You participated at the 60th anniversary 
concert of Eurovision in London. How much 
fun was that? 

It was an honour to be asked by the BBC to 
appear there, and we had fun meeting up with 
old friends, which actually happens quite a bit 
nowadays when we do TV shows.

Do you still follow the contest, and which 
is your all-time favourite song from it?

Yes - we always tune in, no matter where 
we are. My personal favourite is Fairytale, by 
Alexander Rybak. 

What are, for you, the other highlights of 
your career besides Eurovision?

Just enjoying life (laughs).
Nowadays, your group presents a live 

show called The Seventies Story. Can you 
tell us about it?

We take a trip through the ‘70s, singing not 
only our own hits but the biggest hits of the 
decade and telling the story behind them.

Do you interpret ABBA songs in the show?
No - not at the moment, anyway. When we 

recorded our album Brotherhood of Man Sings 
20 Number One Hits, we did cover Dancing 
Queen, just changing it around a little to suit 
Nicky and Sandra’s voices. We didn’t find it too 
difficult to record.

How would you describe the Seventies 
musically?

Fabulous, a great time for music, just like the 
‘60s were.

What is your secret of being able to keep 
your band together for so long? 

There is no answer to that - it has just turned 
out that way for us. We always have a laugh 
wherever we go and whatever we do. I think that 
must be why!
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